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movements and handwriting really fail to measure personality.
A clever plan to estimate introversion-extroversion was worked
out by LESLIE R. MARSTON, A child was brought into a room
where the experimenter held a toy in his hand. If the child fled
or required urging to play with the toy, he was called introverted.
If he approached promptly and began to play, he was considered
extroverted. His persistence in opening a puzzle box and his pa-
tience in waiting for a promised toy were tested. Marston also
took children to a museum, noting their tendency to become ab-
sorbed in exhibits or to move rapidly from one exhibit to another
without sustained interest. He found fair correlation between be-
havior in these situations and the children's introversion-extro-
version ratings by teachers. Though interesting, the method
offers too many practical difficulties to be used very generally.
The best performance study of personality is an honesty test
by HUGH HARTSHORNE and MARK A. MAY. They gave children
many natural situations wherein they easily could cheat. They
could copy from a neighbor's paper, change answers when scor-
ing their own tests, "peep" in a blindfold game. Other situations
tested stealing and lying impulses.
A general trait of honesty or dishonesty does not exist, Harts-
home and May found. Almost all children were dishonest in at
least one situation, but many cheaters did not steal, and many
who lied did not cheat. A child's Sunday school attendance had
negligible effect on his honesty. Older children cheated more
than young ones, the retarded more than intelligent ones. Chil-
dren who came from good homes and who respected or admired
their teachers were more honest. But in general, honesty or dis-
honesty depended on a specific situation, not on a consistent
personality trait.
* Recently psychologists and psychiatrists have become inter-
ested in new performance tests called "projective techniques."
According to LAWRENCE K. FRANK, vice president of the Macy
Foundation, an early sponsor, these new methods give a person